ETSITS 136 420 vi5.1.0 2019-07)

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

LTE;
Evolved Universal Terrestrial
Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN);
X2 general aspects and principles
(3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15)

H056

A GLOBAL INITIATIVE



3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15 1 ETSI TS 136 420 V15.1.0 (2019-07)

Reference
RTS/TSGR-0336420vf10

Keywords
LTE

ETSI

650 Route des Lucioles
F-06921 Sophia Antipolis Cedex - FRANCE

Tel.: +334 9294 42 00 Fax: +33 493 65 47 16

Siret N° 348 623 562 00017 - NAF 742 C
Association a but non lucratif enregistrée a la
Sous-Préfecture de Grasse (06) N° 7803/88

Important notice

The present document can be downloaded from:
http://www.etsi.org/standards-search

The present document may be made available in electronic versions and/or in print. The content of any electronic and/or
print versions of the present document shall not be modified without the prior written authorization of ETSI. In case of any
existing or perceived difference in contents between such versions and/or in print, the prevailing version of an ETSI
deliverable is the one made publicly available in PDF format at www.etsi.org/deliver.

Users of the present document should be aware that the document may be subject to revision or change of status.
Information on the current status of this and other ETSI documents is available at
https://portal.etsi.org/TB/ETSIDeliverableStatus.aspx

If you find errors in the present document, please send your comment to one of the following services:
https://portal.etsi.org/People/CommiteeSupportStaff.aspx

Copyright Notification

No part may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying
and microfilm except as authorized by written permission of ETSI.
The content of the PDF version shall not be modified without the written authorization of ETSI.
The copyright and the foregoing restriction extend to reproduction in all media.

© ETSI 2019.
All rights reserved.

DECT™, PLUGTESTS™, UMTS™ and the ETSI logo are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members.
3GPP™ and LTE™ are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and
of the 3GPP Organizational Partners.
oneM2M™ |ogo is a trademark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and
of the oneM2M Partners.
GSM® and the GSM logo are trademarks registered and owned by the GSM Association.

ETSI


http://www.etsi.org/standards-search
http://www.etsi.org/deliver
https://portal.etsi.org/TB/ETSIDeliverableStatus.aspx
https://portal.etsi.org/People/CommiteeSupportStaff.aspx

3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15 2 ETSI TS 136 420 V15.1.0 (2019-07)

Intellectual Property Rights

Essential patents

IPRs essential or potentially essential to normative deliverables may have been declared to ETSI. The information
pertaining to these essential |PRs, if any, ispublicly available for ETSI member s and non-member s, and can be found
in ETSI SR 000 314: "Intellectual Property Rights (IPRS); Essential, or potentially Essential, IPRs notified to ETS in
respect of ETS standards', which is available from the ETSI Secretariat. Latest updates are available on the ETSI Web
server (https://ipr.etsi.org/).

Pursuant to the ETSI IPR Policy, no investigation, including I PR searches, has been carried out by ETSI. No guarantee
can be given asto the existence of other IPRs not referenced in ETSI SR 000 314 (or the updates on the ETSI Web
server) which are, or may be, or may become, essential to the present document.

Trademarks

The present document may include trademarks and/or tradenames which are asserted and/or registered by their owners.
ETSI claims no ownership of these except for any which are indicated as being the property of ETSI, and conveys no
right to use or reproduce any trademark and/or tradename. Mention of those trademarks in the present document does
not constitute an endorsement by ETSI of products, services or organizations associated with those trademarks.

Legal Notice

This Technical Specification (TS) has been produced by ETSI 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The present document may refer to technical specifications or reports using their 3GPP identities. These shall be
interpreted as being references to the corresponding ETSI deliverables.

The cross reference between 3GPP and ETSI identities can be found under http://webapp.etsi.org/key/queryform.asp.

Modal verbs terminology

In the present document "shall", "shall not", "should", "should not", "may", "need not", "will", "will not", "can" and
"cannot" areto beinterpreted as described in clause 3.2 of the ETS| Drafting Rules (Verba forms for the expression of
provisions).

"must” and "must not" are NOT alowed in ETSI deliverables except when used in direct citation.

ETSI


https://ipr.etsi.org/
http://webapp.etsi.org/key/queryform.asp
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp!/Howtostart/ETSIDraftingRules.aspx

3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15 3 ETSI TS 136 420 V15.1.0 (2019-07)

Contents

Intellectual Property RIGNES.... ..ot e e b e 2
LB INOLICE ...t b bt e e h e st b e e b e bt nE e R e e e e et b e bt R e b e e et e e e neebeen e e ns 2
MoOdal VErDS EMINOIOQY .......ccveieeieieece sttt ettt e e e s re s aeeaesbeeaeesbesreensesaeensessesneenseseeeneensessens 2
1= 11 o TSRS 5
1 o0 o< TSP PR TP PRSI PRPRIN 6
2 REFEIBINCES .....ccee ettt s bt bt s e et e e e e et et e st e be e bt sE e et e b e e et e neenenbenbeneens 6
3 Definitions, symbols and abbreviations.............cceieeieiicecce e e e 6
31 D= T a1 ] (0] PP TP PRTUPTPPUSRSII 6
3.2 ADDIEVIBLIONS ...ttt et b bt a et e s b e sh e e b e e Rt e he e s e e ee e be SR e eb e eae e R s e e e R e bt sheebeeneeneennen 7
4 LCT 1 o =S o= ol (T USSR UP PP 7
41 11 0o 1 1 o o PP RTRSRSR 7
4.2 X2 interface general PrINCIPIES. ... ...co ittt ettt e b e b et eb e et eb e e e b e sae e ere s 7
4.3 X2 interface SPeCifiCation ODJECIIVES.........oi it b e b e e b e sre e ere s 7
431 LT 1 ST 7
432 Addressing of ENBS OVEr the X2 INTEITACE ......civiiie et et 7
4.4 D A 1411 gz o X or= o1 L= 8
44.1 Radio application related SIgNAIIING.........c.ooueiieiieece et e e e e e saeenreenneens 8
442 DO 114101 TSSO UR USRS 8
4.5 X2 INtEITACE CRAIBCTEITSIICS ...ttt bbbttt b e bbbt bt et e e e se e e besbe b e e e e e s 8
451 USES OF SCTP....eiietieieieeieete sttt sttt sttt sttt e e st st se e st be s e e s e ebese e st et e seeseebeseene et e sbe e ebeseeneebesbeneebeseenentens 8
4511 LT 07 | R 8
5 FUNCLIONS Of the X2 INTEITACE .....ceeeeee ettt a et 8
51 ot (o T USRS 8
5.2 [0 e T 0 (=S o o ) PSS 9
521 Intra LTE-Access-System mobility support for ECM-CONNECTED UE..........cccccoviiiiie v 9
5211 Context transfer from source eNB to target ENB .........ccooov i 9
5212 Control of user plane transport bearers between source eNB and target eNB ..........cccocceveeeveeivccecnns 9
5213 HaNAOVEr CANCEIIALTON. ..ot bbbttt et et sr e b aeebe e nean 9
5214 UE context rel@ase in SOUICE ENB...........ooiiiiie et e 9
5215 DUBI CONMECTIVITY ...ttt bbb bbbt e b bt n et b e s b s 9
5216 N I3 S 9
522 LOBO MANAGEIMIENE ...ttt sttt sttt ettt h e b e b b e se bt e b e s e e aesbeseeh e eb e s e eseebese e st ebe e ebesee e ebesbe e ebesnennebens 9
523 Inter-cell interference COOrdINGLION. ..........oii i st eeneeneens 10
5231 Uplink interference [0ad Management ..........coceiereiiineene e b e eb e 10
5.2.3.2 Downlink interferenCe @VOIAINCE. ..........coiirireeeeeeee ettt sttt be e see e eneeneen 10
524 General X2 management and error handling fUNCLIONS ..........covie e s 10
5241 EXTON INQIECELION ...ttt e bt e e s b b sa e eb e e st ese e e e b e besbeebe e e ennenneas 10
5242 RESEL. ...ttt et ettt bt b e e e b e R e e Rt Re e eR e e Ee et e R e nee e ebenRe e ebenae et ebenteneerens 10
525 THACETUNCLIONS ...t bt bbb bt s e e e et e sh e eb e e bt eb e et e e e b e sbeebesreene e e ennenes 10
5.2.6 Application level data exchange between ENBS ... 10
527 Data exchange for Self-0ptimiSatiON ..........c.coeirireire bbb 10
6 X2 interface protocols and ProtOCOl SITUCLUNE ..........c.ecviciieiece ettt 10
6.1 LT 0T PSSR 10
6.2 Radi0 SIGNalliNG PIrOLOCOIS. ...ttt e et b et b bbb en e e ens 11
6.2.1 D N o o] (oo OSSPSR 11
6.3 L0 1= o == ) 0o SRR 11
6.3.1 INE al0Tc g Tl o] £l e ol ) I G I =t PSR 11
6.4 X2 interfaCe ProtOCOl SLIUCLUIE.........cueiueeieeiee st et eee st ettt et e e e st e s te e teetesnaesaeesaeesseeseenseenseeneenneesneesnens 11
7 Other X2 interface SPECITICALIONS. ........eeieiieiececeee ettt sresneeeeseeenes 12
7.1 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 1ayer 1 (TS 36.42L1)......cciiieiriieirieneeiesieseeesie st 12
7.2 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 signaling transport (TS 36.422) ........cucueiriinerieeriinieesieseeesieseeeseeeese s 12
7.3 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 application protocol (X2AP) (TS 36.423) ......cccecvireririnenneneneeesieseee e 12

ETSI



3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15 4 ETSI TS 136 420 V15.1.0 (2019-07)

74 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 datatransport (TS 36.424).........ccvireririeireneesesie s 12
7.5 Summary of E-UTRAN X2 interface Technical SpeCifiCations.........c.oovvireinenienicineesesese e 12
Annex A (informative): ChangE NISLONY .....ooueiiiiieieeeeeee e 14
TS (Y RSOSSN 15

ETSI



3GPP TS 36.420 version 15.1.0 Release 15 5 ETSI TS 136 420 V15.1.0 (2019-07)

Foreword

This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3 Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z
where;
x thefirst digit:
1 presented to TSG for information;
2 presented to TSG for approval;
3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

Y the second digit isincremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections,
updates, etc.

z thethird digit isincremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
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1 Scope.

The present document is an introduction to the TSG RAN TS 36.42x series of UMTS Technical Specifications that
define the X2 interface. It is an interface for the interconnection of two E-UTRAN NodeB (eNB) components and an E-
UTRAN NodeB (eNB) and an E-UTRAN gNodeB (en-gNB) within the Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access
Network (E-UTRAN) architecture (TS 36.401 [2]).

2 References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present
document.

- References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or
non-specific.

- For aspecific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

- For anon-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of areference to a 3GPP document (including
aGSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refersto the latest version of that document in the same
Release as the present document.

[1] 3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications'.

[2] 3GPP TS 36.401: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN);
Architecture description”.

[3] 3GPP TS 36.421: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); X2 layer
1".

[4] 3GPP TS 36.422: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); X2
signaling transport”.

[5] 3GPP TS 36.423: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); X2
application protocol (X2AP)".

[6] 3GPP TS 36.424: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); X2 data
transport".

[7] IETF RFC 4960 (2007-09): " Stream Control Transmission Protocol”.

[8] 3GPP TS 36.300: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA), Evolved Universal

Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); Overall description; Stage 2".

[9] 3GPP TS 37.340: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA) and NR; Multi-
connectivity; Stage 2".

3 Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1 Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A
term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

Dual Connectivity: Defined in TS 36.300 [8].
EN-DC: Defined in TS 37.340[9].
en-gNB: Defined in TS 37.340 [9].
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E-RAB: Defined in TS 36.401 [2].
X2 GW: Defined in TS 36.300 [8].

3.2 Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An
abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in
TR 21.905[1].

ECM EPS Connection Management
E-RAB E-UTRAN Radio Access Bearer
MeNB Master eNB
SeNB Secondary eNB
X2-C X2 Control plane
X2 GW X2 GateWay
4 General aspects
4.1 Introduction

Theinterface allowing to interconnect eNBs with each other is referred to asthe X2 interface.

4.2 X2 interface general principles

The general principles for the specification of the X2 interface are as follows:
- the X2 interface should be open;

- the X2 interface shall support the exchange of signalling information between two eNBs, in addition the
interface shall support the forwarding of PDUs to the respective tunnel endpoints;

- fromalogical standpoint, the X2 is a point-to-point interface between two eNBs within the E-UTRAN. A point-
to-point logical interface should be feasible even in the absence of a physical direct connection between the two
eNBs.

4.3 X2 interface specification objectives

431  General
The X2 interface specifications shall facilitate the following:
- inter-connection of eNBs supplied by different manufacturers;
- inter-connection of eNBs and en-gNBsin the context of EN-DC (see TS 37.340[9));
- support of continuation between eNBs of the E-UTRAN services offered via the Sl interface;
- separation of X2 interface Radio Network functionality and Transport Network functionality to facilitate

introduction of future technology.

4.3.2  Addressing of eNBs over the X2 interface

ETSI
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4.4 X2 interface capabilities

4.4.1 Radio application related signalling

The X2 interface provides capability to support radio interface mobility and Dual Connectivity either between eNBs or
between eNBs and en-gNBs (see TS 37.340 [9]), of UEs having a connection with E-UTRAN.

4.4.2 X2 tunnels

4.5 X2 interface characteristics

451 Uses of SCTP

4511 General

The SCTP (IETF RFC 4960 [7]) is used to support the exchange of X2 Application Protocol (X2AP) signalling
messages between two eNBs

A single SCTP association per X2-C interface instance shall be used, except when the X2 GW is used.

Only when the X2 GW is used to connect one eNB to one or more specific eNB(s), al X2-C interface instances from
that eNB to the relevant eNB(s) are carried over the same SCTP association from that eNB to the X2 GW, and over
separate SCTP association(s) from the X2 GW to the relevant eNB(s).

For X2-C interface instance(s) over one SCTP association one pair of stream identifiers shall be used for X2-C common
procedures and only afew pairs of stream identifiers should be used for X2-C dedicated procedures.

Source-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the source-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, and
target-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the target-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, shall
be used to distinguish UE specific X2-C signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are
conveyed in the respective X2AP messages.

5 Functions of the X2 interface

5.1 Function list
Thelist of functions on the X2 interface is the following:
- IntraLTE-Access-System Mobility Support for ECM-CONNECTED UE:
- Context transfer from source eNB to target eNB;
- Control of user plane transport bearers between source eNB and target eNB;
- Handover cancellation;
- UE context release in source eNB;
- Dua Connectivity.
- Load Management
- Inter-cell Interference Coordination
- Uplink Interference Load Management;

- Downlink interference avoidance.
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- General X2 management and error handling functions:
- Error indication;
- Reset.

- Application level data exchange between eNBs

- Tracefunctions

- Dataexchange for self-optimisation
5.2 Function description

5.2.1 Intra LTE-Access-System mobility support for ECM-CONNECTED
UE

This function allows the eNB to handover the control of a certain UE to another eNB.

5.21.1 Context transfer from source eNB to target eNB

This function allows transferring information required to maintain the E-UTRAN services for an UE in ECM-
CONNECTED from source to target eNB.

5.2.1.2 Control of user plane transport bearers between source eNB and target eNB

This function allows establishing and releasing transport bearers between source and target eNB to allow for data
forwarding. At most one user plane transport bearer per E-RAB allocated to the UE may be established for relaying DL
data received from the EPC from the source eNB to the target eNB. At most one user plane transport bearer per E-RAB
alocated to the UE may be established for relaying the UL data received from the UE from the source eNB to the target
eNB.

521.3 Handover cancellation

This function alowsinforming an aready prepared target eNB that a prepared handover will not take place. It allows
releasing the resources allocated during a preparation.

5214 UE context release in source eNB

This function allows the target eNB to trigger the release of the resources allocated to the UE in the source eNB.

5.2.15 Dual Connectivity

Thisfunction alows MeNB and SeNB to support Dual Connectivity. MeNB and SeNB manage establishment,
modification and release of UE context at the SeNB, and controls user plane tunnels over X2.

5.2.1.6 EN-DC

Thisfunction alows an MeNB and en-gNB to support Dual Connectivity. MeNB and en-gNB manage establishment,
modification and release of UE context at the SeNB, and controls user plane tunnels over X2.

5.2.2 Load management
This function allows exchanging overload and traffic load information between eNBs, such that the eNBs can control

the traffic load appropriately. Thisinformation may be spontaneously sent to selected neighbour eNBs, or reported as
configured by a neighbour eNB.
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523 Inter-cell interference coordination

This function alows keeping inter-cell interference under control. For this neighbouring eNBs exchange appropriate
information allowing that eNBs make radio resource assignments such that interference is mitigated.

5.2.3.1 Uplink interference load management
This function allows indicating an uplink interference overload and resource blocks especially sensitive to inter-cell

interference between neighbouring eNBs, such that neighbour eNBs can co-ordinate with each other such that the
mutual interference caused by their uplink radio resource allocations is mitigated.

5232 Downlink interference avoidance

Thisfunction alows an eNB to inform its neighbour eNBs about downlink power restrictionsin its own cells, per
resource block or per subframe for interference aware scheduling by the neighbour eNBs.

5.2.4  General X2 management and error handling functions

These functions allow for managing of signalling associations between eNBs, surveying X2 interface and recovering
from errors.

524.1 Error indication

This function allows the reporting of general error situations on application level.

524.2 Reset

This function allows an eNB; to inform another eNB,, that it has recovered from an abnormal failure and that all the
contexts (except the application level data— see section 5.2.6) related to eNB1 and stored in eNB: shall be deleted, and
the associated resources rel eased.

525 Trace functions

Trace recoding sessions on E-UTRAN interfaces for a particular UE isinitiated by the EPC. The trace initiation
information is also propagated to the Target eNB during handover, attached to certain handover messages on X2.

5.2.6  Application level data exchange between eNBs

Thisfunction alows two eNBs to exchange application level data when an X2 connection is setup, and to update this
information at any time.

5.2.7 Data exchange for self-optimisation

Thisfunction allows two eNBs to exchange information in order to support self-optimization functionality.

6 X2 interface protocols and protocol structure

6.1 General

There shall exist a clear separation between the Radio Network Layer and the Transport Layer. Therefore, the radio
network 10ignalling and X2 data streams are separated from the data transport resource and traffic handling as shown in
Figure 6.1.1.
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Radio Radio User Plane
Network Signalling PDUSs
layer Protocols

Transport
layer v

Signalling Data
Bearer Transport

Figure 6.1.1: Separation of Radio Network Protocols and transport over X2

6.2 Radio signalling protocols

6.2.1  X2AP protocol

The protocol responsible for providing signalling information across the X2 interfaceis called the X2 Application
Protocol (X2AP). The X2AP isterminated by the two eNBs inter-connected viathe X2 interface X2AP Procedure
Modules.

6.3 User plane protocol

6.3.1  Tunnelling protocol GTP-U

6.4 X2 interface protocol structure

The X2 interface protocol architecture consists of two functional layers:

- Radio Network Layer, defines the procedures related to the interaction between eNBs. The radio network layer
consists of a Radio Network Control Plane and a Radio Network User Plane.

- Thetransport network layer provides services for user plane and 11lignalling transport.
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Radio 1 Control Plane : i UserPlane :
Network 1 : : :
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Figure 6.4.1: X2 Interface protocol structure
7 Other X2 interface specifications

7.1 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 layer 1 (TS 36.421)

TS 36.421 [3] specifies the range of physical layer technologies that may be used to support the X2 interface.

7.2 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 signaling transport (TS 36.422)

TS 36.422 [4] specifies how the X2AP 12ignalling messages are transported over X2.

7.3 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 application protocol (X2AP)
(TS 36.423)

TS 36.423 [5] specifies the radio network layer 12ignalling procedures of the control plane between eNBsin E-
UTRAN.

7.4 E-UTRAN X2 interface: X2 data transport (TS 36.424)

TS 36.424 [6] specifies the standards for user data transport protocols over the E-UTRAN X2 interface.

7.5 Summary of E-UTRAN X2 interface Technical
Specifications

The relationship between the technical specifications that define the E-UTRAN X2 interface is shown in Figure 7.5.1.
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Figure 7.5.1: X2 Interface Technical Specifications
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