ETSITS 123 468 v19.0.0 2025-10)

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

LTE;
Group Communication System Enablers for LTE (GCSE_LTE);
Stage 2
(3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19)

=~

& ADVANCED

)

A GLOBAL INITIATIVE



3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 1 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Reference
RTS/TSGS-0223468vj00

Keywords
LTE

ETSI

650 Route des Lucioles
F-06921 Sophia Antipolis Cedex - FRANCE

Tel.: +334 9294 42 00 Fax: +33 4 93 65 47 16

Siret N° 348 623 562 00017 - APE 7112B
Association & but non lucratif enregistrée a la
Sous-Préfecture de Grasse (06) N° w061004871

Important notice

The present document can be downloaded from the
ETSI Search & Browse Standards application.

The present document may be made available in electronic versions and/or in print. The content of any electronic and/or
print versions of the present document shall not be modified without the prior written authorization of ETSI. In case of any
existing or perceived difference in contents between such versions and/or in print, the prevailing version of an ETSI
deliverable is the one made publicly available in PDF format on ETSI deliver repository.

Users should be aware that the present document may be revised or have its status changed,
this information is available in the Milestones listing.

If you find errors in the present document, please send your comments to
the relevant service listed under Committee Support Staff.

If you find a security vulnerability in the present document, please report it through our
Coordinated Vulnerability Disclosure (CVD) program.

Notice of disclaimer & limitation of liability

The information provided in the present deliverable is directed solely to professionals who have the appropriate degree of
experience to understand and interpret its content in accordance with generally accepted engineering or
other professional standard and applicable regulations.
No recommendation as to products and services or vendors is made or should be implied.

No representation or warranty is made that this deliverable is technically accurate or sufficient or conforms to any law
and/or governmental rule and/or regulation and further, no representation or warranty is made of merchantability or fithess
for any particular purpose or against infringement of intellectual property rights.

In no event shall ETSI be held liable for loss of profits or any other incidental or consequential damages.

Any software contained in this deliverable is provided "AS IS" with no warranties, express or implied, including but not
limited to, the warranties of merchantability, fithess for a particular purpose and non-infringement of intellectual property
rights and ETSI shall not be held liable in any event for any damages whatsoever (including, without limitation, damages

for loss of profits, business interruption, loss of information, or any other pecuniary loss) arising out of or related to the use
of or inability to use the software.

Copyright Notification

No part may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and
microfilm except as authorized by written permission of ETSI.
The content of the PDF version shall not be modified without the written authorization of ETSI.
The copyright and the foregoing restriction extend to reproduction in all media.

© ETSI 2025.
All rights reserved.

ETSI


https://www.etsi.org/standards-search
http://www.etsi.org/deliver
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp/Standards-development/Tracking-a-draft/Status-codes
https://portal.etsi.org/People/Commitee-Support-Staff
https://www.etsi.org/standards/coordinated-vulnerability-disclosure

3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 2 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Intellectual Property Rights

Essential patents

IPRs essential or potentially essential to normative deliverables may have been declared to ETSI. The declarations
pertaining to these essential IPRs, if any, are publicly available for ETSI members and non-member s, and can be
found in ETSI SR 000 314: "Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs); Essential, or potentially Essential, IPRs notified to
ETS in respect of ETS standards’, which is available from the ETS| Secretariat. Latest updates are available on the
ETSI IPR online database.

Pursuant to the ETSI Directivesincluding the ETSI IPR Policy, no investigation regarding the essentiality of IPRS,
including I PR searches, has been carried out by ETSI. No guarantee can be given as to the existence of other IPRs not
referenced in ETSI SR 000 314 (or the updates on the ETS| Web server) which are, or may be, or may become,
essential to the present document.

Trademarks

The present document may include trademarks and/or tradenames which are asserted and/or registered by their owners.
ETSI claims no ownership of these except for any which are indicated as being the property of ETSI, and conveys no
right to use or reproduce any trademark and/or tradename. Mention of those trademarks in the present document does
not constitute an endorsement by ETSI of products, services or organizations associated with those trademarks.

DECT™, PLUGTESTS™, UMTS™ and the ETSI logo are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its
Members. 3GPP™, LTE™ and 5G™ logo are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of the
3GPP Organizational Partners. oneM 2M ™ |ogo is atrademark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of
the oneM2M Partners. GSM® and the GSM logo are trademarks registered and owned by the GSM Association.

Legal Notice

This Technical Specification (TS) has been produced by ETSI 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The present document may refer to technical specifications or reports using their 3GPP identities. These shall be
interpreted as being references to the corresponding ETSI deliverables.

The cross reference between 3GPP and ETSI identities can be found at 3GPP to ETSI numbering cross-referencing.

Modal verbs terminology

In the present document "shall", "shall not", "should", "should not", "may", "need not", "will", "will not", "can" and
"cannot" areto beinterpreted as described in clause 3.2 of the ETS| Drafting Rules (Verba forms for the expression of
provisions).

"must” and "must not" are NOT allowed in ETSI deliverables except when used in direct citation.

ETSI


https://ipr.etsi.org/
https://webapp.etsi.org/key/queryform.asp
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp!/Howtostart/ETSIDraftingRules.aspx

3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 3 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Contents

INtellectual Property RIGNES.... ..ot b e e e en e ns 2
LB INOLICE ... bbbt et h bt b b nE e b e b e e et bt e bt Rt e s e e e e e e eb e n e e ns 2
MoOdal VErDS TEMINOIOQY ... .ccteieeiicieee ettt st e e s te s ae e aesbeeaeesbesreentesaeeasessesneensesreeneensessens 2
1= 11 o TSRS 5
1 o0 o< TP P URUP PRSPPSO 6
2 REFEIBINCES ...ttt a b b e sttt e £ e e et e e st e be e b e sE e benb et et e neenenneebeneen 6
3 Definitions and @DDreVILiONS..........coiieieeiee ettt 7
31 D= T aT] (0] TP P TR PRTUPTPPURRSI 7
3.2 ADDIEVIBLIONS ...ttt et bbbt a et e e e b e sh e e b e b e e he e s e e e e besheeb e e Rt e R e et e e e bt sheebenneeneennen 7
4 Architecture Model anNd CONCEPLS.........coiiiriiriirierieri ettt r e e s e s ne e 7
4.1 GENEIEl CONCEPL ...t ittt ettt etttk ettt b et b et b e e et b e s e e st eb e se e st eb e sE e s e eb e s Eea e e b e seeheeb e sb et eb e se et ebesbeneebenaennerens 7
4.2 Architectural REFEENCE MOE ..ottt e et e ste e eneeneens 9
42.1 LT 1 S 9
4.2.2 NON-FOAMING BFCNITECTUIE .......ccuiieiiite ettt b e et b e et b e e et b bbb 10
4.2.3 ROGMING @ICHITECIUIE. ... eeiiie ettt e s te e s e e sae e teeneeesseeseessaesteeseenseenseensesneennes 10
4.2.4 Architecture model using a ProSe UE-to-Network Relay for Public Safety.........cccccveevvevvecvccecncee, 12
4.3 L= 100 0 | £ 12
431 (CT= 0T o SO PPSPPSN 12
4.3.2 LiSt Of REFEIENCE POINES. ......ceiiiieiitiit ettt sttt b sttt a bbbt et et e e e se e besnesbe e e enneneea 12
4321 L@ R = 0o N 0 o | S 12
4322 MB2 FEFEIEINCE POINT ...ttt ettt ettt b et b e et b e se et b se e e eb e sb e e et e sbe e ebesbenneneas 12
4323 SGMb/SGi-Mb/ML/M3 FEfEreNCE POINES......c.eevireieetirteeei sttt b e 13
4324 RX TEFEIENCE POINL ...ttt ettt b bbb e b s b e s e bt ebese ke se e e ebesbe e ebenbenneneas 13
4.4 HIgh TEVE] TUNCHIONS ...ttt bbb bbbttt bbb 13
441 UNICASE DEITVETY ...ttt et b et b e et b e £t e b e et b e s et b e s e et e b b et b e b 13
4.4.2 IMBM S DEIIVEIY ...ttt b et b et b e et b e e bt b st et b e s e et eb e s b et b e b 13
4.4.3 SEIVICE CONLINMUITY ...eeveeteesteeieeteeeie st e seesteeste e e sseesaeeste e teestesseessaesaeesaeesseeneeaseeaseesseenseanennsensseesseesseesennsennes 13
4.5 NEEWOTK ETBIMENES ...ttt bbbt bt b e s e bbbt e bt et ea e e e e e e st sheebeeneene e e enbees 13
451 LT O N EO P OSPPSPPSN 13
452 U ettt ettt st et ek et be e Rt R SR e Rt Re A e Rt Ee SR e Rt Ee Ao Rt e Ee e A e ReeEeeee Rt EeeAe Rt e Eenee e ebenbe e ebenteneene 14
453 PCRF ...ttt ettt et b e et b e e Rt R e Rt Eeee e Rt Ee e Rt Ee e e Re e Ee e e Rt e Ee R e Rt Eente e e bente e etentenene 14
454 Y SR 14
5 Functional Description and INfOrmation FIOW .............cocv e 14
51 MB2: Interface between GCS AS antd BIM=SC ... .ot s sne e 14
511 (€71 PR 14
512 IMIB2 PrOCEAUIES ...ttt sttt ettt st bbbt e e se b bt e b et et e e e e Rt e bt eh e eh e et ese e e e nbenbesbesbe e e ennennea 15
5121 LC T o1 =TT 15
5122 A R =02 0T 0 o PRSPPI 15
51221 LC TS g1 - SR 15
51222 TMGI AlIOCELION PrOCEAUNE........eoiiieieieterie ettt bbbt sr e bt ene e e 15
5.1.2.2.3 TMGI DeallOCAtiON PrOCEAUIE ........oouiiieeeeeieeeeeee sttt ettt e st et sneenee e eneas 16
51224 TMGI aloCation PEFIOU EXPITY ....coueieieeierieeeee ettt sttt st b e e e b n e 17
5123 Activating and Deactivating an MBM S BEArEY .........ccoiiiiiiniiec e 17
51.231 (T 01 | USRS 17
51.23.2 Activate MBM S BEArer PrOCEIUNE.........ooiiiiieeeieieeeie sttt sttt ene e e e 17
5.1.2.3.3 Deactivate MBMS BEArer PrOCEAUIE .........cooiieeieeieeeeeeee ettt 19
51.24 Modify MBMS BEArer PrOCEUUIE.........coieeieeie et ete et etiestestee s teesteestesae e e sneasneesteenseenteesaesnaesseeneens 20
5.1.25 MBMS Délivery Status INdication ProCEAUE. ...........ccveiieieeeiie e s e steeste e e e ste e eee e sneesreennees 21
52 Specific Usage Of EPS BEarersfor GCS ... ..ottt sae et sae e s enaesnaesnaesseennens 21
5.3 SEIVICE CONLINMUITY ..evveeeeeeteeete e e ee e st s e te e e st esae e te et e e s seesteeseesseesse e teensesneesseesaeesseenseenseensennaenneensennsens 22
531 (CT= 0T o SO PP PSP 22
5.3.2 Switching from Unicast Delivery t0 MBM S DElIVENY........oov ittt 22
533 Switching from MBMS Delivery to UNnicast DEIIVENY ..ot 23

ETSI



3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 4 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

5331 LT 07 S SRRRUSRR 23
5332 MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (make-before-break) ..o 23
5333 MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (break-before-make) ............ccoveiriniiiincinncnc e 25
54 Priority and Pre-emption for Group COMMUNICELION............ciriiieiriiieeseeeeee e 25
55 100 =0 1 o OSSR TSRV PR 28
5.6 = ol U 1Y/ SRS 28
Annex A (Informative): Utilisation of the Group Communication SErvicCe........cocevevrvnierenerennenns 29
E N A €= 0T - SRRSO 29
A.2 Downlink Media path setup for MBMS DEIIVEIY ......cceeiiiieieiiee ettt s 29
A.21 LT 0T OSSR 29
A.2.2 Use of Pre-established MBM S DEAIErS..... ..ottt e e e 29
A.2.3 Use of Dynamic MBMS bearer establiShment ...........oooiiiiniee e e 30
Annex B (Informative): ChanNQE NISLONY ..o nreas 31
[ 1S 0] Y PSSP 32

ETSI



3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 5 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Foreword

This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3" Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z
where;
x thefirst digit:
1 presented to TSG for information;
2 presented to TSG for approval;
3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y the second digit isincremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections,
updates, etc.

z thethird digit isincremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
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1 Scope

The present document provides the stage 2 description for the 3GPP system provided enablers to support group
communication services using EUTRAN access. The corresponding stage 1 requirements are defined in TS 22.468 [2].

The group communication system is represented by an Application Server (GCS AS) using the 3GPP system provided
enablersfor transferring its application signalling and for delivering application data, e.g. media data, to a group of UEs
either (i) over MBM S Bearer Services using the Broadcast Mode of MBMS (TS 23.246 [3]); or (ii) over EPS Bearers;
or (iii) over both MBM S and EPS bearer services.

The specification covers both roaming and non-roaming scenarios and also includes support for service continuity, i.e.
support for continuous reception of application data when a UE changes between reception of application data via EPS
and MBMS Bearer Services.

Application level interactions between the UE and the GCS Application Server are out of scope of this specification.

2 References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in thistext, constitute provisions of the present
document.

- References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or
non-specific.

- For aspecific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

- For anon-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of areference to a 3GPP document (including
aGSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refersto the latest version of that document in the same
Release as the present document.

[1] 3GPP TR 21.905: "V ocabulary for 3GPP Specifications'.

2] 3GPP TS 22.468: "Group Communication System Enablersfor LTE (GCSE_LTE)".

[3] 3GPP TS 23.246: "Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS); Architecture and functional
description”.

[4] 3GPP TS 29.214: "Policy and charging control over Rx reference point".

[5] 3GPP TS 23.401: "General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) enhancements for Evolved Universal
Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN) access'.

[6] 3GPP TS 23.203: "Policy and charging control architecture”.

[7] 3GPP TS 26.346: " Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMYS); Protocols and codecs”.

[8] 3GPP TS 33.246: "3G Security; Security of Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS)".

[9] 3GPP TS 36.300: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA) and Evolved Universal
Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRAN); Overall description; Stage 2.

[10] 3GPP TS 36.321: "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Medium Access
Control (MAC) protocol specification”.

[11] 3GPP TS 23.303: "Proximity-based services (ProSe); Stage 2".

[12] 3GPP TS 23.280: "Common functional architecture to support mission critical services, Stage 2".
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3 Definitions and abbreviations

3.1 Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions givenin TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A
term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

MBM S Delivery: A mechanism by which application data and signalling are delivered using MBMS bearer service
over EUTRAN asdefined in TS 23.246 [3].

Unicast Delivery: A mechanism by which application data and signalling are delivered using EPS bearer service over
EUTRAN as defined in TS 23.401 [5].

ProSe UE-to-Network Relay: see TS 23.303 [11].
Remote UE: see TS 23.303 [11].

3.2 Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An
abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in
TR 21.905[1].

AS Application Server

ARP Allocation and Retention Priority

BM-SC Broadcast Multicast - Service Centre

DL Down Link

DRX Discontinuous Reception

FEC Forward Error Correction

FQDN Fully Qualified Domain Name

GCs Group Communication Service

GCSAS Group Communication Service Application Server

GCSE_LTE Group Communication System Enabler for LTE

MBMS Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service

MBSFN Multimedia Broadcast multicast service Single Frequency Network

MCH Multicast Channel

MCCH Multicast Control Channel

MTCH Multicast Traffic Channel

PCC Policy and Charging Control

PCEF Policy and Charging Enforcement Function

ProSe Proximity-based Services

QCl QoS Class Identifier

RoHC Robust Header Compression

TMGI Temporary Mobile Group Identity

UDP User Datagram Protocol

VvPCRF visited Policy and Charging Rules Function
4 Architecture Model and Concepts
4.1 General Concept

This specification describes how a GCS Application Server (GCS AS) may use the enablers offered by the 3GPP
system for providing a Group Communication Service (GCS). These enablers are denoted as Group Communication
System Enablers (GCSE).

The GCS AS uses EPS bearer services and may use in addition MBM S bearer services for transferring application
signalling and data between the GCS AS and the UEs. In uplink direction, the UE uses an EPS bearer serviceto
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exchange application signalling with the GCS AS or when it wants to send data to the GCS AS. In downlink direction
the GCS AS may transfer application signalling and data via the UE individual EPS bearer services and/or viaMBMS
bearer service. The GCS UEs register with their GCS AS using application signalling for participating in one or
multiple GCS groups.

NOTE 1: GCS application signalling (e.g. for group admission and floor control) and GCS group management
aspects (such as group creation, deletion, modification, group membership control, etc) are out of scope
of this specification.

When an MBMS bearer service is used, its broadcast service areamay be pre-configured for use by the GCS AS.
Alternatively, the GCS AS may dynamically decide to use an MBMS bearer service when it determines that the number
of UE for aGCS group is sufficiently large within an area (e.g. within acell or a collection of cells).

When MBMS bearer serviceisused, GCS AS may transfer data from different GCS groups over asingle MBMS
broadcast bearer. The application signalling and data transferred via MBM S bearer(s) are transparent to BM-SC and the
MBMS bearer service. The GCS AS provides the UEs via GCS application signalling with all configuration information
that the UE needs to receive application dataviaMBMS bearer services and to handle that data appropriately.

When a GCS UE moves between areas where its MBM S broadcast bearers are available or not, the UE informsthe
GCS AS viaapplication signalling that it changes from MBM S broadcast bearer reception to non-reception, or vice
versa, the GCS AS activates or deactivates the downlink application signalling and data transfer via the UE individual
EPS bearer(s) as appropriate. To accomplish service continuity, a UE may temporarily receive the same GCS
application signalling and data in parallel via EPS bearer(s) and MBMS service(s). The GCS UE application discards
any received application signalling or data duplicates.

The following diagram shows an example of a scenario where a combination of Unicast and MBMS Délivery is used
for a particular media, belonging to asingle group, by the GCS AS on the DL to different UEs. Here, UE-1 and UE-2
receive DL traffic over unicast whereas UES 3-6 receive DL traffic over MBMS.

NOTE 2: Even though UE-2, UE-3 and UE-4 are connected to the same eNB (eNB-2), the UEs may be using
different delivery modes. For example, UE-2 is using unicast since it may bein an area where the MBM S
signa strength is weak.
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Unicast

————— MBMS

PDN GW BM-SC/M[%MS—GW

e !

UE-1 UE-2 7 N\ /7N

4 4 <4
’_AUE-:B UE-4 UE-5 UE-6

Figure 4.1-1: Media traffic with unicast and MBMS on DL

NOTE 3: During service continuity procedures a UE may simultaneously receive traffic from both unicast and
MBMS.

4.2 Architectural Reference Model

421 General

This model assumes that the GCS ASis not associated with any PLMN (regardless of the subscription of the UEs that
useit). The GCS ASis merely perceived as athird party application server by each serving PLMN. In addition:

- When the group communication service is provided using Unicast Delivery, there are no additional requirements
in order to provide GCS in roaming other than enabling normal EPS roaming and the ability of the GCS ASto
access QoS control capabilities via Rx interface in the HPLMN (for the non-roaming case and the roaming
Home routed case). For the Local breakout scenario, QoS control may be established via hPCRF and the S9
interface towards the vPCRF directly to the vPCRF as specified in TS 23.203 [6]. The GCS AS shall provide
information to enable session binding as defined in clause 6.1.1.2 of TS 23.203 [6].

- When MBMS Delivery to particular regions of the serving PLMN isrequired, the GCS AS needs to have access
to an MB2 interface offered by the serving PLMN.

Since the GCS ASisathird party application server, the GCS AS can access the required network resourcesto deliver
the group communication service, whether the serving PLMN isthe Home PLMN or a different VPLMN, based on

operator agreement.

The PLMN selection process is according to the existing 3GPP procedures. When a PLMN is selected, the UE should,
in order to enable group communication services, register or re-register with the GCS AS and report to it the PLMN 1D
of the current serving network as well asits HPLMN ID. The GCS AS may then, based on this information, determine
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if it has an MB2 connection agreement for the serving PLMN, and if so report to the UE the MBM S related service data
required to use the service via MBMS Delivery in that PLMN.

Both the Home and serving PLMN 1D(s) are needed to identify the contact point for the Rx interface, in addition to
existing parameters as defined in TS 23.203 [6] in order to accurately identify the UE and the session. The GCS AS
finds the entry point at the HPLMN using the home PLMN ID, the GCS AS finds the entry point at the VPLMN using
the serving PLMN ID. Within the PLMN, theinformation listed in TS 23.203 [6] is used to find the PCRF.

If no MB2 connection agreement with the GCS ASis available in the serving PLMN, then the GCS AS may deliver the
group communication data using Unicast Delivery.

NOTE: Inthe architecture figures shown in clauses 4.2.2, 4.2.3 and 4.2.4, "GCS AS' is being shown as one entity
for simplicity. It may be comprised of different functional entities to handle user and control plane. A
BM-SC may be connected to multiple GCS AS, and a UE may be served simultaneously by multiple GCS
AS (via separate GC1 connections).

The GCS AS provides the Service Information to the PCRF and the BM-SC. The Service Information is mapped by the
PCRF and the BM-SC to the QoS parameters under the consideration of the respective EPS network.

4.2.2 Non-roaming architecture

Figure 4.2.2-1 shows a high level view of the architecture for the non-roaming scenario.

H-PLMN | Application
HSS | domain
PCRF —Rx—ﬁ
S6a |
Gx |
MME L o
s | GCS AS
S1-MME SIP-GW  —SGF—
M3J LSm | T
- | MB2-U
| MB2-C
M1 . |
UE Ui EUTRAN — MBMSGw | SGimb BM-SC
SGmb :
GC1—

Figure 4.2.2-1: Non-roaming architecture model for GCSE_LTE
4.2.3 Roaming architecture

Figure 4.2.3-1 shows a high level view of the architecture applicable for the Home routed roaming model for Unicast
Delivery. For MBMS Delivery, BM-SC in the V-PLMN has adirect MB2 connection with the GCS AS.
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' Application
PCRF | domain
W |
Rx |
HSS Gx \l— GCS AS
H-PLMN |
P-GW : SGi |
|
|
V-PLMN S6a |
S8 |
| MME ———s11 |
S1-MMe S-GW
J \;Sm I
M3 | | MB2-U

ﬁ * Si-u | MB2-C

M1 - |
UE ™ E-UTRAN — MBMS-Gw | SGimb BM-SC

SGmb l
|
|
|

Figure 4.2.3-1: Home routed roaming model

Figure 4.2.3-2 shows a high level view of the architecture applicable for the Local Breakout roaming model for Unicast
Delivery. For MBMS Delivery, BM-SC in the V-PLMN has adirect MB2 connection with the GCS AS.

@
0O
e

i Application
domain
HPCRF ——fRx
|
HSS I GCSAS
H-PLMN |
T_ |
V-PCRE l Rx
V-PLMN Sea |
G\ | S-Gi
X
— MME ——S11 |
S1-MMe —L l
SGW/PGW i
A I B, MB2-U
M3 | |
ﬁ S0 | MB2-C
1
M1 |
UE —,— E-:UTRAN r MBMS-GW | 5Gimb BM-SC 1
SGmb I
I
|

Figure 4.2.3-2: Local Break Out model
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The GCS ASis configured with mapping information which contains an | P address range and the corresponding PLMN
which is responsible for this IP address range { (IPx..IPy) -> PLMN ID}.

In roaming scenarios, the GCS AS receives the UE IP address, the HPLMN ID and the VPLMN ID via GC1 signalling
from the UE. If the configured PLMN entry corresponding to the UE's | P address matches the HPLMN 1D sent by the
UE, the GCS AS selects a PCRF from the UE's HPLMN (hPCRF) using the procedures defined in TS 23.203 [6].
Otherwise, the GCS AS may select a PCRF from either the HPLMN or the VPLMN using the procedures defined in
TS 23.203[6]. The GCS AS makes this selection based on agreements with HPLMN/VPLMN operators.

4.2.4  Architecture model using a ProSe UE-to-Network Relay for Public
Safety

A Group Communication Service (GCS) is supported to the Remote UE using the ProSe UE-to-Network Relay through
the PC5 reference point specified in TS 23.303 [11]. In Figure 4.2.4-1, the architecture includes this scenario. This
architecture is only applied when using a Group Communication Service Application Server (GCS AS) for public

safety.
PCS5 m
Remote UE | Prose UE-to- eNodeB + EPC GCS AS
! Network Relay w

GC1

Figure 4.2.4-1: Architecture model using a ProSe UE-to-Network Relay for Public Safety

4.3 Reference points

4.3.1 General

The reference points used to support group communications are listed in the following clauses.
4.3.2 List of Reference Points

4321 GC1 reference point

The GC1 reference point exists between the GCS AS and the application client on the UE, and is not specified in this
release of this specification. However, this specification includes high level descriptions of interactions on the GC1
reference point, which are necessary in order to convey certain information (e.g. PLMN ID) and perform certain
functions (e.g. register or re-register with serving PLMN ID) in order for the EPS and MBM S bearer servicesto be
delivered accurately. Some of these aspects are specified in clauses 4.2.1, 4.4.1, 4.4.2,4.5.1, 4.5.2,5.3.2 and 5.3.3 of
this specification.
4.3.2.2 MB2 reference point
The MB2 reference point exists between the GCS AS and the BM-SC.
The MB2 reference point provides the ability for the application to:

- Request the alocation/deall ocation of a set of TMGISs,

- Request to activate, deactivate, and modify an MBMS bearer:

- this may include request related to BM-SC applying FEC or RoHC or both to a set of media
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The MB2 reference point provides the ability for the BM-SC to:
- Notify the application of the status of an MBM S bearer.

NOTE: The ability to indicate failure to deliver content is limited to current functionality.

4323 SGmb/SGi-mb/M1/M3 reference points

The SGmb/SGi-mb/M 1/M 3 reference points are internal to the MBM S system and are defined in TS 23.246 [3].

4.3.2.4 Rx reference point

The Rx reference point isdefined in TS 29.214 [4]. The GCS AS uses the Rx interface to manage unicast resources.

4.4 High level functions

4.4.1 Unicast Delivery

The UE and GCS AS use the EPS bearers defined in TS 23.401 [5] for Unicast Delivery. The EPS bearers are used for
the following:

- Exchanging GC1 signalling between UE and GCS AS.
- Transport of data on the uplink from UE to the GCS AS.
- Transport of dataon the downlink from GCS ASto UE when MBMS Delivery is not desirable or possible.

The GCS AS uses the Rx interface to specify and modify the priority level of the EPS bearers used for the group
communication session (see clause 5.4).

4.4.2 MBMS Delivery

The GCS AS uses the MBMS bearers defined in TS 23.246 [3] for MBMS Delivery. The MBMS bearer is used to
transport data on the downlink from the GCS AS to the UE. The MBM S bearer(s) used for MBMS Delivery can be pre-
established before the group communication session is setup or can be dynamically established after the group
communication session is setup.

NOTE: Downlink data from the same or different group communication sessions may be multiplexed on the same
MBMS bearer as required by the GCS AS. The multiplexing of such datais transparent to the BM-SC.

4.4.3  Service continuity

The UE uses the service continuity procedures defined in clause 5.3 for switching between Unicast Delivery and
MBMS Delivery.

4.5 Network Elements

45.1 GCS AS
The GCS AS shall support the following functionality:
- Exchanging GCL1 signalling (including GCS session and group management aspects) with the UE.
- Receiving uplink data from the UE over unicast
- Delivery of datato all the UEs belonging to a group using Unicast Delivery and/or MBMS Delivery.

- Transport of application level session information via Rx interface towards PCRF.
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- Support for service continuity procedures for a UE to switch between Unicast Delivery and MBMS Delivery as
specified in clause 5.3.

4.5.2 UE
The GCS capable UE shall support the following functionality:
- Exchanging GC1 signalling (including GCS session and group management aspects) with the GCS AS.

- Provision of a UE specific IDLE MODE DRX cycle length to the core network as specified in TS 23.401 [5]
clause 5.13.

- Receiving datafrom a GCS AS using either Unicast Delivery or MBMS Delivery, or both simultaneously.
- Sending data on the uplink to the GCS AS using unicast.

- Support for service continuity procedures to switch between Unicast Delivery and MBMS Delivery as specified
inclause 5.3.

- Simultaneous monitoring and reception of one or more MBMS bearer(s).

4.5.3 PCRF
The PCRF supports the functionality defined in TS 23.203 [6].

45.4 BM-SC

The BM-SC shall support the following functionality:
-  MBMS Broadcast Mode procedures defined in TS 23.246 [3].

- MB2 procedures defined in clause 5.1 for activating, deactivating and modifying an MBM S bearer.

5 Functional Description and Information Flow

5.1 MB2: Interface between GCS AS and BM-SC

51.1 General

MB2 offers access to the MBM S bearer service from a GCS AS. MB2 carries control plane signalling (MB2-C) and
user plane (MB2-U) between GCS AS and BM-SC. MB2 has the following properties:

- MB2isused by the GCS AS to interact with the BM-SC for MBMS bearer management.

- The GCS AS may use the MBMS service from multiple BM-SCs, each with a separate MB2 interface.

- The BM-SC shall provide service to multiple GCS ASs via a separate MB2 interface.

- Within one PLMN, an MBM S session is supported by exactly one BM-SC and provided for only one GCS AS.

- Thedatatransferred viaMBMS bearer(s) by the GCS ASis transparent to the BM-SC. A GCS AS may transfer
data from one or multiple GCS groups viaa single MBMS bearer.

- MB2isastandardized secured interface to an AS.

- The GCS AS needs to be configured with the | P addresses or a FQDN of the contact points of MB2-C. The
MB2-C contact points need to be configured per PLMN ID.

- The user plane transport information (e.g. |P address/UDP port) for delivering group communication data flow
from the GCS ASto the BM-SC over MB2-U shall be exchanged over MB2-C.
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NOTE 1: The GCS ASis not associated to any specific PLMN from an ownership standpoint.

NOTE 2: It isup to stage 3 to define the protocol stack and security requirements for MB2-C/U, and any additional
parameters that may be needed by the MBMS procedure as defined in TS 23.246 [ 3].

51.2 MB2 Procedures

5121 General

The MB2 interface provides the ability for the application to use the functionality of the MBMS system to deliver data
to group members over MBMS. The procedures supported include:

- dlocation of aset of TMGIs (TS 23.246 [3]) by the BM-SC at the request of the GCS AS, (see clause 5.1.2.2.2),
- deallocation of aset of TMGIs by the BM-SC at the request of the GCS AS, (see clause 5.1.2.2.3),
- activating an MBMS bearer, (see clause 5.1.2.3.2):
- this may include request related to BM-SC applying FEC or RoHC or both to a set of media.
- deactivating an active MBMS bearer, (see clause 5.1.2.3.3),
- modifying characteristics of an active MBMS bearer, (see clause 5.1.2.4), and
- reporting of MBM S delivery status from the BM-SC to the GCS AS, (see clause 5.1.2.5).

The MB2 interface between the GCS AS and the BM-SC is established before any MB2 messages are sent between
these two entities, and carries all MB2 messages between the two entities for all MBMS bearers used by the GCS AS.
The TMGI/HowlD (see TS 23.246 [3)]) isthe unique identifier used by the GCS AS and BM-SC to refer to the MBM S
bearer.

5.1.2.2 TMGI Management

5.1.2.2.1 General

TMGIs are managed between the GCS AS and the BM-SC using the following explicit alocation and deallocation
procedures upon request from the GCS AS.

TMGIs may aso be alocated automatically by the BM-SC at bearer activation as described in clause 5.1.2.3.2.

Each TMGI isallocated by the BM-SC for a given period of time determined by the BM-SC. If the GCS AS wantsto
retain accessto a TMGI for an extended period of time the GCS AS needs to request extension of the allocation period.
The GCS AS may request an extension of the allocation period at any time prior to expiry of the time period. The
actions consequent upon expiry of a TMGI allocation period are described in clause 5.1.2.2.4.

5.1.2.2.2 TMGI Allocation Procedure

The TMGI Allocation procedure is used by the GCS AS to request a set of TMGls. This procedure may also be used to
renew the expiration time for already allocated TMGils.

Figure 5.1.2.2.1-1 provides the procedure used between the GCS AS and the BM-SC to allocate a set of TMGIsto the
GCSAS.
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BM-SC GCS AS

1. Allocate TMGI Request
4——  (number of requested TMGls,
list of TMGIs for allocation extension)

2. The BM-SC
determines that the
GCS AS is authorized
and allocates/extends
the desired TMGls.

3. Allocate TMGI Response
(TMGI list, TMGI expiration)

Figure 5.1.2.2.1-1: TMGI Allocation Procedure

1. When the GCS AS wishes to have the BM-SC allocate one or more TMGIsto it, the GCS AS sends an Allocate
TMGI Request message to the BM-SC, including the number of requested TMGIs. The GCS AS may include a
list of TMGlsthat are already alocated to the GCS AS, and for which the GCS AS wishes to obtain alater
expiration time. The number of TMGI s requested may be zero, if this procedure is used only to renew the
expiration time for already allocated TMGls.

2. The BM-SC shall determine whether the GCS AS is authorized to receive the TMGIls and allocates a set of
TMGIs. The BM-SC determines an expiration time for the TMGIs. If alist of TMGIs has been received in the
Allocate TMGI Request message, the BM-SC also determines whether the TMGIs are allocated to the requesting
GCS ASand if yes, whether the expiration time for those TM GI's can be set to the new expiration time.

3. The BM-SC shall send an Allocate TMGI Response message to the GCS ASindicating the list of allocated
TMGiIs, and an expiration time for those TMGls.

5.1.2.2.3 TMGI Deallocation Procedure

The TMGI Deallocation procedure is used by the GCS AS to immediately release a set of TMGISs, irrespective of their
expiration times.

Figure 5.1.2.2.2-1 provides the procedure used between the GCS AS and the BM-SC to deallocate TMGIls.

BM-SC GCS AS

1. Deallocate TMGI Request

. I— .
(list of TMGls)

2. The BM-SC verifies that
all requested TMGls are
eligible for deallocation by
the GCS AS. TMGIs with
allocated MBMS resources
are deactivated.

3. Deallocate TMGI Response———— P

Figure 5.1.2.2.2-1: TMGI Deallocation Procedure
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1. When the GCS AS decides that it no longer needs one or more TM Gl s that are allocated to it, the GCS AS shall
send a Deallocate TMGI Request message to the BM-SC with the list of TMGIsto be deallocated. Absence of
thelist of TMGIsimpliesthat all TMGlIs currently allocated by the BM-SC to the GCS AS are to be deall ocated.

2. The BM-SC shall determine that the GCS AS is authorized to deallocate the indicated TMGIs, and shall then
deallocate the TMGIs. If MBMS resources are in use for any of the deallocated TMGI's, those resources are
released using the Session Stop procedure defined in TS 23.246 [3] and the BM-SC shall release any
corresponding M B2 resources.

3. The BM-SC sends a Dedllocate TMGI Response message to the GCS AS.

5.1.2.2.4 TMGI allocation period expiry

When the allocation period for a TMGI expires the TMGI and its associated Flow ID are no longer available for use by
the GCS AS.

If, at the time of expiry, the TMGI is associated with a previously activated MBMS bearer (clause 5.1.2.3.2) the BM-SC
shall autonomously take whatever actions are needed to stop broadcast of the MBM S bearer to the agreed MBMS
service area, and shall release the MBM S resources used for the MBM S bearer using the Session Stop procedure
defined in TS 23.246 [3]. The BM-SC shall send an MBMS Delivery Status I ndication message to the GCS AS and
shall release any corresponding MB2 resources.

At any time prior to expiry, the allocation period for aTMGI(s) may be extended as described in clause 5.1.2.2.2. A
GCS AS wanting to ensure that it retains access to a TMGI should request extension of the alocation period at an
adeguate time before expiry, e.g. halfway through the allocation period.

5.1.2.3 Activating and Deactivating an MBMS bearer

5.1.2.3.1 General

Activating and deactivating an MBMS bearer involves the all ocation/deallocation of MBM S resources, based on the
MBMS bearer configuration provided by the GCS AS, using the following explicit activation and deactivation
procedures upon request from the GCS AS.

MBMS bearer resources may also be deallocated autonomously by the BM-SC, upon expiry of the alocation period of
the TMGI associated with the MBMSS bearer, as described in clause 5.1.2.2.4.

5.1.2.3.2 Activate MBMS Bearer Procedure

The Activate MBM S Bearer procedure is used by the GCS AS to cause allocation of resources for an MBMS bearer. In
addition, the GCS AS acting in the role of the Mission Critical service server as specified in TS 23.280 [12] can request
the BM-SC to apply FEC and/or RoHC to a set of medias, transported by that MBM S bearer,

Figure 5.1.2.3.2-1 provides the procedure used between the GCS AS and the BM-SC to activate an MBMS bearer.
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Figure 5.1.2.3.2-1: Activate MBMS Bearer Procedure

In order to activate an MBMS bearer over MB2, the GCS AS sends an Activate MBM S Bearer Request message
to the BM-SC, including the TMGI which represents the MBM S bearer to be started, QoS, MBM S broadcast
area, and start time. The TMGI is optional. The QoS shall be mapped into appropriate QoS parameters of the
MBMS bearer. The MBM S broadcast area parameter shall include alist of MBMS Service Area ldentities, or a
list of cell IDs, or both.

NOTE 1: If the MBMS broadcast area parameter includes alist of MBMS Service Area [dentities, the list of

MBMS Service Arealdentitiesis determined from information that may come from the UEs (e.g. list of
cell 1Ds) or some other knowledge of where to establish the service (e.g. configuration).

The GCS AS may request that FEC is applied for media streams within the MBM S bearer by including for each
media stream the following information elements: the SDP media descriptions (transport protocols, destination
IP address and port), the identification of the FEC repair packet flow (destination | P address and port), an upper
bound to the additional latency resulting to FEC application.

The GCS AS may request that RoHC is applied for IP flows within the MBMS bearer by including the following
information elements: the RoHC configuration, the list of RTP and UDP flows to be header compressed,
characterized by their destination | P addresses and port numbers. For each of these flows, the request may
indicate atarget periodicity for the full header packets.

If the TMGI was included, the BM-SC shall determine whether the GCS AS is authorized to use the TMGI. The
BM-SC shall reject the request if the TMGI is not authorized. If the TMGI was not included in the request, the
BM-SC shall assign an unused value for the TMGI. The BM-SC alocates a FlowlD value corresponding to this
TMGI and MBMS broadcast area. If the MBM S broadcast area parameter includes alist of cell IDs, the BM-SC
may map the cell IDsinto MBMS Service Area ldentities subject to operator policy. The BM-SC shall then
include alist of MBMS Service Area ldentities and, if available, thelist of cell IDsinthe MBMS Session Start
message. |f another MBM S bearer with the same TMGI is aready activated, the BM-SC shall accept the request
only if the MBMS broadcast areain the new request is not partly or completely overlapping with any existing
MBMS bearer(s) using the same TMGI as according to TS 23.246 [3] and shall allocate a unique FlowlID for the
newly requested MBMS bearer. The BM-SC shall allocate MBM S resources to support content delivery of the
MBMS bearer to the requested MBM S broadcast area using the Session Start procedure defined in

TS 23.246 [3]. If the GCS AS requested that FEC and/or RoHC are applied, the BM-SC shall allocate resources
to apply FEC and/or RoHC as requested.
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3. The BM-SC shall send an Activate MBM S Bearer Response message to the GCS AS, including the TMGI, the
allocated FlowlI D, service description, BM-SC | P address and port number for the user-plane, and an expiration
time. The service description contains MBM S bearer related configuration information as defined in
TS 26.346 [7] (e.g. radio frequency and MBMS Service Area ldentities). If the BM-SC mapped the cell IDs into
the MBMS Service Area ldentitiesin Step 2, then the service description shall contain the MBM S Service Area
I dentities that the BM-SC included in the MBM S Session Start message. The expiration time isincluded only if
the BM-SC has allocated a TMGI as aresult of this procedure.

4. The BM-SC receives an MBMSS session response message from the MBMS-GW and is notified that the MBM S
bearer is activated in RAN. See TS 23.246 [3] clause 8.3.2.

5. The BM-SC may send aMBMS Delivery Status Indication message to the GCS AS, including the TMGI and
optionally the allocated Flowl D and radio resource alocation condition.

NOTE 2: The GCS AS can use the service description to provide information to the UE to accessthe MBMS
bearer.

NOTE 3: Sincethe MBMS bearer is not necessarily established in al cells belonging to the MBM S SAlsin the
Activate MBM S Bearer Response message, the list of MBMS SAls provided by the BM-SC to the GCS
AS does not guarantee that the MBM S bearer isavailable in all cells of the service areaidentified by the
MBMS SAls.

If the GCS AS reguested that FEC is applied, the BM-SC shall include an indication of success or failure for
each media stream where FEC was requested to be applied.

If the GCS AS requested that RoHC is applied, the BM-SC shall include an indication of success or failure for
each IP flow where RoHC was requested to be applied.

5.1.2.3.3 Deactivate MBMS Bearer Procedure

The Deactivate MBM S Bearer procedureis used by the GCS ASto cause deallocation of resources for an MBMS
bearer.

2. Deactivate MBMS Bearer Request
(TMGI, FlowlID)

3. The BM-SC
deallocates resources in
the eMBMS system for
the MBMS bearer.

4. Deactivate MBMS Bearer Response

—>
(TMGI, FlowlID)

Figure 5.1.2.3.2-1: Deactivate MBMS Bearer Procedure

1. The MBMS bearer is being broadcast over the MBM S system.

2. When the GCS AS determines that the MBM S bearer is no longer needed, it shall send a Deactivate MBM S
Bearer Request message to the BM-SC, including the TMGI and FlowID representing the MBM S bearer to be
deactivated.
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3. The BM-SC shall determine whether the GCS AS is authorized to use the TMGI and shall take whatever actions
are needed to stop broadcast of the MBM S bearer to the agreed MBM S service area, and to deallocate MBM S
resources used for the MBM S bearer using the Session Stop procedure defined in TS 23.246 [3].

4. The BM-SC shall send a Deactivate MBM S Bearer Response message to the application, including the TMGI,
the FlowlID, and aresult.

5.1.2.4 Modify MBMS Bearer Procedure

The Modify MBMS Bearer procedure is used by the GCS AS to cause modification of the priority and preemption
values for an MBMS bearer, the MBM S broadcast area, or both. In addition, the GCS AS acting in the role of the
Mission Critical service server as specified in TS 23.280 [12] can request the BM-SC to apply FEC and/or RoHC to a
set of medias, transported by that MBM S bearer.

Figure 5.1.2.4-1 provides a description of the procedure used between the GCS AS and the BM-SC to modify an
activated MBMSS bearer.

BM-SC GCS AS

1. Modify MBMS Bearer Request (TMGI,
<«— FlowlID, priority and preemption,—
MBMS broadcast area)

2. The BM-SC
determines that the
MBMS bearer will be
modified

3. Modify MBMS Bearer Response
(TMGI, FlowlID) >

4. RAN resources have
been modified for the
MBMS bearer (TS
23.246 subclause 8.8.4

5. MBMS Delivery Status Indication (Condition
indicating resources modified, TMGI, FlowID)

Figure 5.1.2.4-1: Modify MBMS Bearer Procedure

1. When the GCS AS determines that an activated MBM S bearer needs to be modified, it shall send a Modify
MBMS Bearer Request message to the BM-SC, including the TMGI, FlowID, any new priority and preemption
characteristics to be used, and the MBM S broadcast area. The priority and preemption characteristics and the
MBMS broadcast area are optional parameters but one of them needs to be included in the Modify MBMS
Bearer request. The MBM S broadcast area parameter shall include alist of MBMS Service Area ldentities, or a
list of cell IDs, or both.

NOTE 1: If the MBMS broadcast area parameter includes alist of MBMS Service Area | dentities, the list of
MBMS Service Area ldentities is determined from information that may come from the UEs (e.g. list of
cell IDs) or some other knowledge of where to establish the service (e.g. configuration).

The GCS AS may request that FEC is applied for media streams within the MBM S bearer by including for each
media stream the following information elements: the SDP media descriptions (transport protocols, destination
IP address and port), the identification of the FEC repair packet flow (destination | P address and port), an upper
bound to the additional latency resulting to FEC application.
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The GCS AS may request that RoHC is applied for IP flows within the MBMS bearer by including the following
information elements: The RoHC configuration, the list of RTP and UDP flows to be header compressed,
characterized by their destination |P address and port numbers. For each of these flows, the request may indicate
atarget periodicity for the full header packets.

2. If the MBMS broadcast areais being modified, the BM-SC shall accept the request only if the new MBMS
broadcast areais not partly or completely overlapping with the MBM S broadcast area of any other existing
MBMS bearer(s) with the same TMGI, in accordance with TS 23.246 [3]. The BM-SC shall modify the
characteristics of the MBM S bearer using the Session Update procedure defined in TS 23.246 [3]. If the MBM S
broadcast area parameter is present and includes alist of cell I1Ds, the BM-SC may map the cell IDsinto MBMS
Service Area | dentities subject to operator policy. The BM-SC shall then include alist of MBMS Service Area
Identities and, if available, the list of cell IDsin the MBMS Session Update message.

3. TheBM-SC shall send aModify MBMS Bearer Response message to the GCS AS, including the TMGI,
FlowlD, and the result. If the BM-SC mapped the cell IDsinto the MBMS Service Area ldentitiesin Step 2, then
the service description shall contain the MBMS Service Area | dentities that the BM-SC included in the MBMS
Session Update message.

NOTE 2: Sincethe MBMS bearer is not necessarily established in all cells belonging to the MBMS SAlsin the
Modify MBMS Bearer Response message, the list of MBMS SAls provided by the BM-SC to the GCS
AS does not guarantee that the MBM S bearer isavailablein al cells of the service areaidentified by the
MBMS SAls.

4. The BM-SC receives an MBMS Session Update Response message from the MBMS-GW and is notified that the
MBMS bearer ismodified in RAN. See TS 23.246 [3] clause 8.8.4.

5. The BM-SC may send aMBMS Delivery Status | ndication message to the GCS AS, including the TMGI and
optionally the allocated Flowl D and radio resource allocation condition.

If the GCS AS requested that FEC is applied, the BM-SC shall include an indication of success or failure for
each media stream where FEC was requested to be applied.

If the GCS AS requested that RoHC is applied, the BM-SC shall include an indication of success or failure for
each |P flow where RoHC was requested to be applied.
5.1.2.5 MBMS Delivery Status Indication Procedure

The MB2 interface allows the BM-SC to notify the GCS AS of conditions affecting the delivery of servicesthat use
MBMS Délivery. The occurrence of the indicated condition may have been detected at the BM-SC or may have been
reported to the BM-SC by other entitiesinvolved in the MBMS delivery.

The BM-SC sends the MBM S Delivery Status I ndication message which includes an identification of the condition
whose occurrence triggered the sending of the message and may include other information.

Figure5.1.2.5-1 illustrates the MBM S Delivery Status I ndication procedure.

BM-SC GCS AS

MBMS Delivery Status Indication (condition, TMGI(s) or TMGI+ F|owID)

Ll

Figure 5.1.2.5-1: MBMS Delivery Status Indication procedure

5.2 Specific Usage of EPS Bearers for GCS

Each UE participating in the Group Communication Service uses one or multiple EPS bearers for exchanging
application signalling and data with the GCS AS. The EPS bearer services are specified in TS 23.401 [5] and
TS23.203[6].
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In order to enable GCS, a PDN connection needs to be established that can be used for GC1 signalling exchange. When
the PDN connection gets established the PCC functionality determines a QCl and an ARP for the default bearer, which
may be used for GC1 signalling . Alternatively, during PDN connection establishment a dedicated bearer may be
established for GC1 signalling by configuring PCC rules accordingly.

A GCS UE may join multiple GCS groups, which are served by one or more EPS bearers. The GCS AS determines the
service characteristics of a specific Group Communication Service, e.g. media or flow description and priority, which is
used by the PCRF to determine the EPS bearer configuration appropriate for GCS. The GCS AS updates the PCRF with
service characteristics to initiate any required update of the EPS bearer configuration, e.g. when the UE joins or leaves a
GCS group or when a GCS data exchange starts or stops.

Whenever the UE's bearer configuration needs to be updated, the GCS AS provides the updated or new service
characteristics to the PCRF. From service characteristics PCRF determines the required bearer configuration, including
QCI and ARP, and requests the PCEF amendment of the UE's EPS bearers accordingly. If the priority of the application
Group Communication session changes, the GCS AS provides an update of the service characteristics towards the
PCRF viathe Rx interface. The PCRF trandates the service characteristics to PCC policies and forwards its policy
decision to the PCEF. The PCEF determines, based on policies provided by the PCRF, whether the PCEF modifies
already established bearers or whether the PCEF establishes dedicated bearer(s) with the determined bearer
characteristics.

The PCRF is not aware of the GCS group(s).

To obtain the responsiveness desired for GCS the GCS UE shall signal the Idle Mode DRX value to the MME, using
the procedures described in TS 23.401 [5]. The E-UTRAN derives from the QCI the configuration for delivering an
equivalent responsiveness in Connected Mode. When performing the S1 interface paging procedure for a DownlinkData
Notification for a bearer associated with either QCI 65 or QCI 69 (e.g. Mission Critical Push To Talk), the Paging
Priority |E needs to be set to a value such that the E-UTRAN can correctly prioritize the contents of its radio interface
paging messages to enable low latency for the first downlink packet on that bearer. To enable the MME to send this
Paging Priority |E on the S1 interface, the bearer(s) associated with QCI 65 and QCI 69 should have appropriate
ARP(s).

5.3 Service Continuity

531 General

This clause provides flows & procedures for switching from Unicast Delivery to MBMS Delivery and vice-versa. In the
flows, the need for service continuity is determined and executed by the UE. In the make-before-break flows, the UE
may simultaneously receive the same DL data on both Unicast and MBMS bearers. In such scenarios, it is up to the
application to manage duplicate detection.

5.3.2 Switching from Unicast Delivery to MBMS Delivery
Figure 5.3.2-1 shows the procedures for service continuity when a UE which isreceiving DL data over unicast moves

into MBM S coverage. During the switching process, the UE simultaneously receives data from both unicast and
MBMS, so there is no service interruption.
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6. UE notifies GCSE AS to stop sending unicast flow

“
-

\J

Figure 5.3.2-1: Switching from Unicast Delivery to MBMS Delivery

1. The UE has an on going group communication and the GCS AS informs the UE, over GC1, of the availability of
MBMS delivery and of the corresponding TMGI of the MBMS bearer service.

2. The UE isreceiving downlink data by Unicast Delivery.

3. The UE detectsit has entered MBMS coverage and starts receiving MBM S Scheduling Information over MCH
and the data from the MBM S bearer corresponding to the TMGI over MTCH.

4. The UE receives DL data by MBMS Delivery.
5. The UE simultaneously receives data by Unicast Delivery and MBMS Délivery.

6. The UE notifiesthe GCS ASviaGCl that itisin MBMS coverage and receiving the MBMS bearer service
corresponding to the TMGI. The GCS AS stops sending the data over by Unicast Delivery to this UE. The UE
now receives the content only by MBMS Delivery.

5.3.3 Switching from MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery

5.33.1 General

This clause defines the following two procedures for service continuity for switching from MBMS Delivery to Unicast
Ddlivery:

-  MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (make-before-break).
- MBMSDdlivery to Unicast Delivery (break-before-make).

5.3.3.2 MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (make-before-break)

Figure 5.3.3.2-1 shows the procedure for service continuity when a UE is about to move out of MBMS coverage. In this
procedure, the UE detects that is about to move out of MBM S coverage and elects to receive data over unicast while
still within MBM S coverage. During the switching process, the UE simultaneously receives data from both unicast and
MBMS, so there is no service interruption.
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Figure 5.3.3.2-1: Switching from MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (make-before-break)

1. The UE has an ongoing group communication.
2. The UE isreceiving downlink databy MBMS Delivery.

3. The UE detectsthat it is about to move out from MBMS coverage, for the corresponding MBM S bearer service,
through implementation-specific methods. For example, the UE can determine it is about to move out of MBMS
coverage by detecting poor MBSFN signal quality.

4. The UE notifiesthe GCS AS that it may move out of MBMS coverage via GC1 and the GCS AS setsup a
unicast flow.

5. The GCS AS now sends the downlink data by Unicast Delivery to this UE.
6. The UE simultaneously receives DL data by Unicast Delivery and by MBMS Delivery.

7. The UE ceases to receive the downlink data by MBMS Delivery but continues receiving data by Unicast
Delivery.
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8. The UE monitorsthe SIBsin order to detect the TMGI on MCCH and thus determineit isback in MBMS
coverage for the MBMS bearer service.

5.3.3.3 MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (break-before-make)

Figure 5.3.3.3-1 shows the procedure for service continuity when a UE has moved out of MBMS coverage. Here the UE
startsreceiving DL data over unicast after it has stopped receiving data over MBMS, so there may be some service
interruption.

This procedure is used by the UE to handle loss of MBMS Delivery due to MBMS resource congestion in E-UTRAN
resulting in pre-emption of the MBM S bearer service as described in clause 5.4.

UE BM-SC GCS AS

1. Ongoing Group Session

|-y
i} -

et} -§—2. DL data over MBMS———

3. Detects it is out of
MBMS coverage and
does not receive
MBMS data

4. Notify and unicast flow setup

A

- 5. DL data over unicast

6. Monitors SIBs to see
if it moves back in
MBMS coverage

Figure 5.3.3.3-1: Switching from MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery (break-before-make)

1. The UE has an ongoing group communication.
2. The UE isreceiving downlink data by MBMS Delivery for an MBMS bearer serviceisidentified by aTMGI.

3. The UE detectsit isout of MBMS coverage for that TMGI and, therefore, is unable to receive any data by
MBMS Délivery for the corresponding MBM S bearer service.

4. The UE notifiesthe GCS AS via GCL that it has moved out of MBMS coverage for the MBMS bearer service
corresponding to the TMGI and the GCS AS sets up a unicast flow.

5. The GCS AS sends the downlink data by Unicast Delivery.

6. The UE monitorsthe SIBsin order to detect the TMGI on MCCH and thus determine that it isback in MBMS
coverage for the MBMSS bearer service.

54 Priority and Pre-emption for Group Communication

A Group Communication Session that requires to be prioritized over other Group Communication Sessions or non-
Group Communication Sessions includes both the priority level and the GCS identifier in a service authorization
request to the PCRF and to the BM-SC.
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The priority level and the GCS identifier are defined at the application layer for priority and pre-emption purposes. The
GCS AS provides the priority level and the GCS identifier to the PCRF and the BM-SC. It is mapped by the PCRF and
the BM-SC to the ARP priority level, pre-emption capability and pre-emption vulnerability indication under the
consideration of the respective EPS network.

In the case of Unicast Delivery, the PCRF trand ates the service characteristics to PCC policies and forwards its policy
decision to the PCEF. The PCEF determines, based on policies provided by the PCRF, whether the PCEF modifies
already established bearers or whether the PCEF establishes dedicated bearer(s) with the determined bearer
characteristics. If the priority of a particular application Group Communication session changes, the GCS AS provides
an update of the service characteristics towards the PCRF via the Rx interface. The PCRF updates the PCC policies and
forwards them to the PCEF. The PCEF modifies already established bearers or establishes dedicated bearer(s)
accordingly.

The PCRF shall, at the reception of service authorization from the GCS AS including an indication that is a prioritized
GC Session and priority level, ensure that the ARP priority level of the default bearer is assigned a prioritized value
whichis at least as high as the highest priority of al Group Communication Sessions within the same IP-CAN session.
The PCRF shall also ensure that the ARP pre-emption capability and pre-emption vulnerability indication of the default
bearer satisfies the strongest requirements of all Group Communication Sessions within the same IP-CAN session.

When the PCRF detects that all prioritized Group Communication Sessions within the same IP-CAN session are
released, the PCRF shall assign the ARP of the default bearer as appropriate.

In the case of MBM S Delivery, if the priority of an MBMS bearer needs to be changed, based upon a GCS AS decision
to change the priority level, the GCS AS performs either:

- TheModify MBMS Bearer procedure in clause 5.1.2.4; or

- A new Activate MBMS Bearer procedure and a Deactivate MBM S Bearer procedure replacing the old MBM S
bearer service with anew one.

In certain network conditions such as congestion, the bearer used for group communication service may be pre-empted.
- Inthe case of Unicast Delivery, the GCS ASis notified by the PCRF of unicast bearer release.

- Inthe case of MBMS Délivery, the related MBM S bearer may be 'suspended’ by E-UTRAN and the UE
becomes aware in either of the following ways:

- packets are dropped at the eNB. In this case the UE can detect that MBMS delivery is no longer available
when the related TMGI is removed from MCCH.

- The UE receives an explicit indication broadcast from the eNB in the MBM S Scheduling Information (see
TS 36.300[9] and TS 36.321 [10]), where it isinformed that transmission for the MBM S bearer is going to
be, or has been, suspended.

The procedure used by the UE in these scenariosis depicted in figure 5.4-1.
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<. _____________
4. Detects
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5. Notifactionof (potentia) loss of MBMS bearer >
-t 6. Unicast flow setup g
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10. Detects
TMGI
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12. Notify that content is being received over MBMS >
- | |

Figure 5.4-1: Switching from MBMS Delivery to Unicast Delivery following bearer suspension (and
subsequent resumption of MBMS delivery)

1. The UE has an ongoing group communication.

2. The UE isreceiving downlink databy MBMS Delivery.

3. E-UTRAN (e.g. after detecting MBM S congestion) decides to suspend one or more MBMS bearer(s) within
MBSFN area(s) (based on e.g. the ARP and/or on the counting results for the corresponding MBM S service(s)),
and trigger the migration of impacted UEs to receive DL data via unicast, by either:

a) explicitly informing those UEs that the MBM S bearer has been, or is going to be, suspended by broadcasting
an indication within MAC MBMS Scheduling Information (and removing the TMGI from the MCCH), or

b) removing the TMGI of the MBMS bearer that has been suspended from the MCCH.

ETSI



3GPP TS 23.468 version 19.0.0 Release 19 28 ETSI TS 123 468 V19.0.0 (2025-10)
4. The UE detects the suspension of the corresponding MBM S bearer service, but continues to monitor for MBMS
Delivery (i.e. because while it is establishing unicast there may still be DL data sent on the MBM S beare).
5. Over GC1, the UE notifiesthe GCS AS of the MBM S service suspension.
6. The GCS AS decides whether to set up the Unicast Delivery path for the downlink datato this UE.

7. The UE receives DL data by Unicast Delivery and continues to monitor MBMS channels for resumption of the
MBMS bearer.

NOTE: Between step 2 and step 11 data associated with the suspended MBM S bearer continues to be delivered
by the GCS AS on the corresponding multicast transport infrastructure towards the E-UTRAN (e.g.
becauseit is still delivered viaeMBMS in non-congested MBSFN areas). This also allows a quicker
resumption of the MBMSS service when congestion is over.

8. At some point, the RAN determinesthat it can resume the MBM S bearer within the MBSFN area(s), e.g. when
the congestion is over. The decision which of the suspended MBMS bearers to resume may be based on e.g. the
ARP and/or on the counting results for the corresponding MBM S service(s).

9. The MCCH indicates that the TMGI is available.

10. The UE detects the TMGI on the MCCH and preparesto receiveit.

11. The UE is again receiving downlink databy MBMS Delivery.

12. The UE notifiesthe GCS ASthat it is receiving the group content viaMBMS.

13. GCS AS stops the delivery via unicast.

5.5 Charging

For MBMS Delivery, the architecture requirement for charging defined for MBM S broadcast service for EEUTRAN in
TS 23.246 [3] shall apply.

For Unicast Delivery, the architecture requirement for charging defined for EPS bearer servicesin TS 23.401 [5] shall
apply.

5.6 Security

Security requirements for supporting the MB2 reference point for GCS are defined in TS 33.246 [8].

No additional security requirement is defined for supporting GCS with Unicast Delivery.
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Annex A (Informative):
Utilisation of the Group Communication Service

Al General

This annex provides informative call flows for how a GCS AS can use the Unicast Delivery and MBMS Délivery
mechanisms defined in this specification to deliver data to group(s) of users.

A.2  Downlink Media path setup for MBMS Delivery

A.2.1 General
This clause describes two procedures for establishing MBM S Delivery on the downlink:
- using pre-established MBMS bearers, or

- using dynamic establishment of MBMS bearers

A.2.2 Use of Pre-established MBMS bearers

In this scenario, the GCS AS pre-establishes MBM S bearer(s) in certain pre-configured areas before the start of the
group communication session. When a UE originates a request for group communication for one of these areas, the pre-
established MBMSS bearer(s) is used for the DL traffic.

UE BM-SC GCS AS

1. Pre-establish MBMS bearers
R S ot

2. Establish Group Session
< (Service description containing TMGI(s) provided to UE) »

3. UE starts monitoring
the MCCH and MSI for
TMGlI(s)

<7 4, DL data over MBM

Figure A.2.2-1: Use of Pre-established MBMS Bearers

1. The GCS AS pre-establishes the MBM S bearers for the group communication session according to the
procedures defined in clause 5.1.2.3.1. The BM-SC returns the MBM S service description associated with the
MBMS bearer(s) to the GCS AS.

2. The UE establishes a group communication session with the GCS AS. The GCS AS passes the service
description associated with the MBM S bearer service to the UE. The UE obtains the TMGI(s), identifying the
MBMS bearer (s), from the service description.

3. The UE starts monitoring the MSI and MCCH of received MBSFN broadcast(s) for the TMGI(s).
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4. Having detected a TMGI on MCCH the UE monitors the MSI and receivesthe DL data on the MTCH
corresponding to the TMGI.

A.2.3 Use of Dynamic MBMS bearer establishment

In this scenario, the GCS AS uses a unicast bearer for communication with the UE on the DL at the start of the group
communication session. When the GCS AS decides to use an MBM S bearer for the DL data, the GCS AS establishes
one using the procedures defined in clause 5.1.2.3.1. The GCS AS provides the service description associated with
MBMS bearer(s), obtained from the BM-SC, to the UE. The UE starts using the MBMS bearer(s) to receive DL data
and stops using the unicast bearer for the DL data.

NOTE: The GCS ASlogic for determining when to establish the new MBMS Delivery bearer isimplementation
specific. For example, the GCS AS could decide to establish the MBM S delivery based on the location of
the UE's that are a part of the group communication session.

UE BM-SC GCS AS

1. Establish Group communication session

.4—— 2. DL data over unicast

3. Establish MBMS bearers

]

4. Session Update
+(Provide service description containing TMGI(s) to UE)$

5. UE starts
monitoring the MSI
and MCCH for
TMGI(s)

< «4—6. DL data over MBMS——

7. UE notifies GCS AS and stops receiving unicast flow

.
-

Figure A.2.3-1: Use of Dynamic MBMS Bearer Establishment

1. The UE establishes a group communication session with the GCS AS.
2. Thedownlink datais sent by Unicast Delivery.

3. The GCS AS establishes the MBM S bearer(s) for the group communication session according to the procedures
defined in clause 5.1.2.3.1. The BM-SC returns the service description associated with the MBMS bearer(s) to
the GCS AS.

4. The GCS AS provides the service description associated with the MBM S bearer(s) to the UE. The UE obtains
the TMGI(s) from the service description.

5. The UE starts monitoring the MSI and MCCH of received MBSFN broadcast(s) for the TMGI(S).

6. Having detected a TMGI on MCCH the UE monitors the MS| and receives the DL data on the MTCH
corresponding to the TMGI.

7. The UE notifiesthe GCS ASthat it isreceiving the data over MBMS for the given TMGI. The GCS AS stops
sending DL data over unicast to the UE.
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